
Mark Gough: 
• Welcome to this first webinar of the African Forum on Green Economy 

Series 
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Mark Gough: 
• This event was planned to be held in Kampala this month, but due to current circumstances is 

now online 
• We hope that all of you are well and safe with your families, and we thank you for joining us at 

this very complicated time. 
• However, out of adversity comes opportunity, and we believe that bringing people together to 

talk about the future of our economy is more important now than ever. 

• The African Forum on Green Economy: Investing in Natural Capital for a Resilient Africa has now 
become  3 month long exchange on how economic systems in Africa can change, and are 
changing to reflect the value of nature. 

• We want to bring all stakeholders to the table, as only through collaboration can we make the 
progress needed. 

• The Forum itself has been a hugely collaborative organization between those you see on the 
right, as well as many others who have encouraged and contributed along the way. 

• Todays webinar is the first in our series, and its about a critical subject: water. 
• We’ve pulled out three cases for you today which we think demonstrate how broader values of 

water can be integrated into economic decisions and landscape governance. 
• I am delighted to have been one of the partners involved in this effort, and to be working 

alongside many fantastic others. I’m now going to hand over to Renaud Lapeyre from WWF 
France, who will moderate the rest of the session. 
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Notes for Renaud if needed:

• Thank you Mark and welcome everybody to this session on Water 
• Hopefully you have managed to take a look at the video case studies on our 

website already, where these case studies are presented in more detail.
• Each of these cases will be summarized again briefly now, before heading into 

some open discussions between our experts and you on the line 
• This discussion is really important because – as Mark explained – we want this to 

be a collaborative conversation that’s representative of you - the community. 
• We will ask all questions at the end but please don’t wait to write your thoughts in 

the chat box as we go. Everything will be captured. 
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Renaud
To introduce today’s speakers:

• Pearl Gola is Ecological Infrastructure Coordinator from the South African 
Biodiversity Institute. Pearl holds a PhD in Water Resource Science and 
directly supports the implementation of the uMngeni Ecological 
Infrastructure Partnership. 

• William Ojwang is Senior Programme Manager of the African Rift Lakes 
region. William holds a PhD in biology and has over 18 years of experience 
in multi-disciplinary project design. 

• Beria Namanya is Fresh Water Governance Manager, joining us from 
Uganda. Beria’s specialism is in the science and design of payments for 
ecosystem services projects, and has over 15 years experience of forest and 
fresh water management. 

• We are really happy to have you all with us today. 
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Renaud: We are going to hear from Pearl Gola first. (Check that we can hear Pearl). 
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Renaud: Thank you Pearl. A reminder that if you have any questions or comments to 
ask Pearl, please write them in the chat box and we will ask them shortly. 
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Renaud: I’ll now hand over to William Ojwang (Check that we can hear William). 
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Renaud: Thank you William. Again, if you have any questions or comments, please 
write them in the chat. 
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Renaud: Lastly, I’ll pass to Beria Namanya. (Check we can hear Beria). 
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Renaud: 
Thank you all for those summaries of your work. If you want to find out more and 
haven’t yet done so, please visit the Forum website where each of our speakers have 
shared more detailed presentations and documents for you to look at. 

Now, I hand over to you on the line to ask your questions and share your thoughts 
with the speakers. To ask a question, you can write in the chat box. 

To get us started, I’d like to ask: 
• How long did it take you to see impacts from your projects?
• Which other stakeholders would you like to engage with in your projects, to help 

take them to the next level?
• What would be your words of advice to others who are listening who might want 

to try similar projects in their own countries? 
• Do you think there is potential to apply your projects more widely within your 

countries? If so, how?
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Renaud:
A final reminder that we will continue to run webinars like this one, on 5 other topics 
between now and early July. One webinar every two weeks. 
To register for these, please visit our website – we will share a link after the call. 
In between webinars, you can also use our discussion board to share your own work, 
comment or ask questions – everything we receive is really valuable to understand 
the context of green economy in Africa, and to plan next steps. 
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